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AGENDA
Thursday, May 14, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m.
Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) Board Room
326 Huss Drive, Chico, California 95928

TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT (TWD) REGULAR BOARD MEETING

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

OFFICERS
TOVEY GIEZENTANNER
General Manager

ATTORNEY
JOE HUGHES
Klein DeNatale Goldner

2. Public Comment. Members of the public may address the Board on any matter not already listed
below. The Board cannot act at this meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda.

REGULAR AGENDA

3. Board Meeting Minutes for April 15, 2026
Recommendation: Review and Take Appropriate Action

4. Finances & Payment of the Bills
Recommendation: Review and Take Appropriate Action

5. South Vina Extension Water Supply — Phase 1 Scoping & Feasibility
Recommendation: Review and Take Appropriate Action

6. SWEEP Grant Application
Recommendation: Discuss and Take Appropriate Action

7. 2026-27 County Assessment Process Update
Recommendation: Review and Take Appropriate Action

8. 2026 County Elections Process Update
Recommendation: Review and Take Appropriate Action

9. Vina GSA Periodic Evaluation Update
a. GSP Plan Evaluation Process & Timeline
Domestic Well Mitigation Program
Land Subsidence Strawman Proposal
GDE Technical Memo
Approach to Interconnected Surface Water Technical Memo
Monitoring Network, MT/MOs, Storage, & GDEs

e e o

g. Water Quality, Interbasin Coordination & Project & Management Actions

Recommendation: Review and Take Appropriate Action

30 INDEPENDENCE CIRCLE, SUITE 300, CHICO, CA 95973 | 530-487-0139 | INFO@TUSCANWATERDISTRICT.ORG



COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS

10. General Manager Updates

a. Legal Implications for Recharge Projects

i. GSA Full Detail: https://www.vinagsa.org/legal-implications-of-recharge-in-the-
vina-subbasin

ii. AGUBC Summary: https://cosmo1007.github.io/vina-recharge-briet/

b.  Well Permit Ordinance Update Process
i. https://www.buttecounty.net/774/Water-Well-Advisory-Group

c. Interactive Maps:
1. GSA: https://www.vinagsa.org/interactive-groundwater-map
ii. AGUBC: https://cosmo1007.github.i0/2022-rms-network/

11. Topics for upcoming meetings:

a. Vina GSA Plan Evaluation & Amendment Process & Issues

b. South Vina Extension Water Supply — Phase 1 Scoping & Feasibility (if funded)

c. Groundwater Recharge Evaluation Project, including Durham Mutual Water Company
Irrigation Main Conditions and Upgrade Recommendations

d. Caltrans / Highway 99 Drainage Project

e. Water Transfer Policy

f. Demand Reduction Strategies Project

12. Board Member Announcements, Reports and/or Requests for Future Agenda Topics

CLOSED SESSION

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT (Govt. Code Section 54957.)
Title: General Counsel
Title: General Manager

ADJOURNMENT

NOTES

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need disability-related modifications or accommodations, including
auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this meeting, please email info@tuscanwaterdistrict.org by Noon the day prior to this meeting.

Written material distributed during a public meeting will be available for public inspection at the meeting, if prepared by the district or a
member of its legislative body, or after the meeting if prepared by some other person. Any materials related to an item on this Agenda are
available for public inspection online at https://www.tuscanwaterdistrict.org/.
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TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT
Board Meeting Minutes — April 15, 2026

DATE: April 15, 2026
TIME: 9:00 a.m.

LOCATION: Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) Board Room, 326 Huss Drive,
Chico, California 95928

Directors Present: Rich McGowan (President), Brian Mori, Bill Chance, Andrew Mendonca, Todd
Turley, Steve Koehnen

Directors Absent: Rayme Antonowich, Director Knight, Director Paiva
Staff Present: Tovey Giezentanner, General Manager

Others Present: Joe Hughes, Legal Counsel (via Zoom); Jim Graydon; Joanne Kidd; Dillon
McGregor; Anne Dawson

1. Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance
President McGowan called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

2. Public Comment
No public comment was received.

3. Approval of March 18, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes

Action: Motion by Director Mori, seconded by Director Chance, to approve the March 18, 2026
board meeting minutes. Motion carried unanimously.

4. General Manager Employment Agreement

President McGowan opened discussion of the General Manager's employment agreement, which the
Board had reviewed at the prior meeting. No public comment was received. For the record,
President McGowan noted two provisions: (1) expenses must be pre-approved in writing by the
District; and (2) the agreement carries a 24-month initial term with automatic annual renewal unless
either party provides notice of non-renewal. The agreement also recognizes that GM Giezentanner
operates under contract and may pursue other professional opportunities, which he is expected to
disclose to the Board. GM Giezentanner confirmed his understanding of the terms. Director
Mendonca noted a minor drafting issue—a reference to a “Section 9A” with no corresponding
subsection—but indicated it was not a material concern; no correction was requested. Director
Turley emphasized clear communication on reimbursable expenses, and GM Giezentanner agreed
to seek advance written approval for anticipated expenses.

Action: Motion by Director Turley, seconded by Director Koehnen, to approve the General
Manager employment agreement. Motion carried unanimously.

5. Payment of Bills

5A. Giezentanner & Associates — $14,583. Invoice presented for Board consideration.

Action: Motion by Director Chance, seconded by Director Turley, to approve payment. Motion
carried unanimously.

5B. InterWest — Liability and D&O Insurance Premium. GM Giezentanner explained the
District's plan runs on an April-to-April cycle. The prior premium had been prorated (approximately
$7,300-$7,400) because coverage began in August; the current invoice reflects the first full-year
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premium. Coverage is unchanged from the prior year, though costs for certain individual coverages
increased modestly. A side-by-side quote comparison is on page 30 of the packet.

Action: Motion by Director Mendonca, seconded by Director Koehnen, to approve payment.
Motion carried unanimously.

5C. Provost & Pritchard — February Invoice (Rock Creek/Kiefer Slough Study). GM
Giezentanner presented the February invoice reflecting the firm's initial work on the Rock
Creek/Kiefer Slough concept the Board had previously directed staff to explore. Approximately
$4,000 was billed in February, with $1,200 billed in January; an additional $4,000—$4,500 of March
work is pending invoicing.

Action: Motion by Director Turley, seconded by Director Mori, to approve payment. Motion
carried unanimously.

5D. Joe Hughes, Legal Counsel — $1,657.50. Invoice presented for Board consideration.

Action: Motion by Director Turley, seconded by Director Koehnen, to approve payment. Motion
carried unanimously.

6. Approval of Fiscal Year 2026-27 Budget

President McGowan presented the proposed FY 202627 budget, developed by the ad hoc budget
committee (President McGowan, Director Antonowich, Director Turley). The prior-year assessment
of $6.45 per acre generated an authorized budget of $619,400; projected actual expenditures
through June 2026 are approximately $196,000, with unspent balances carried forward as reserves.
The committee recommended reducing the per-acre assessment for FY 202627 to $4.91 per acre,
with a total approved budget of approximately $471,000 (board packet pages 40—41).

GM Giezentanner summarized the budget structure (personnel, office, external support, litigation,
outside counsel, technical support, lobbying and advocacy, and reserves), referencing packet pages
39 and 41. Personnel reflects an anticipated spend of approximately $215,000 with a $150,000
reserve; litigation and outside counsel received no new funding but retain approximately $75,000 in
reserves; and a $50,000 contingency line under reserves may be reallocated as needed. Director
Turley noted the technical support line was increased modestly in anticipation of district growth,
while litigation was held level given no draws in the prior year. President McGowan added that
pressures on the agricultural economy were a significant factor in the assessment reduction. The
Board briefly discussed litigation reserve adequacy, noting significant legal expenditures typically
arise later in the litigation lifecycle.

Action: Motion by Director Mendonca, seconded by Director Mori, to approve the FY 202627
budget as presented, including a per-acre assessment of $4.91 and a total budget of approximately
$472,069. Motion carried unanimously.

Action Item: GM Giezentanner to initiate the annual assessment process with Butte County and
return to the Board with a full outline of process and timeline.

7. May Meeting Date Change

BCAG advised that the May 20, 2026 regular meeting date was unavailable. After consulting with
BCAG and board members, GM Giezentanner identified Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. as
the alternative. Counsel Hughes advised that the cleanest path is to call a special meeting on May 14
rather than amend the adopted calendar, and that the Brown Act's traditional teleconference
provisions (which predate COVID-era amendments and remain in effect) permit Director Turley to
participate remotely if the agenda is posted at his office location at least 72 hours in advance
(adjourned regular meeting) or 24 hours in advance (special meeting), with his office designated as
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a remote location. No formal action was taken; the May 2026 board meeting is rescheduled to a
special meeting on May 14, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at the BCAG Board Room.

Action Item: GM Giezentanner to update the TWD website and follow proper Brown Act noticing
procedures, including posting the agenda at Director Turley's office location.

8. General Manager Report and Updates

8A. Vina GSA Update. The Vina GSA Board met March 8, 2026; primary discussion focused on
the process by which the GSA receives and documents stakeholder input in anticipation of the Plan
Evaluation report due to DWR in early 2027. The stakeholder input process has been posted to the
GSA website. All board members have submitted Form 700s.

8B. Rock Creek Reclamation District Update. On March 12, 2026, GM Giezentanner presented
to the Rock Creek Reclamation District on AGUBC work, the TWD assessment, and interbasin
coordination. The presentation is posted to the TWD website.

8C. AGUBC Recharge and Demand Reduction Work

Recharge Studies. AGUBC is conducting field investigations across multiple sub-basin properties
(TTEM surveys, CPT investigations, sonic borings, permeability testing, monitoring well
installations, pilot ponding tests, and a tile drain pilot), including east of Durham and along Dry
Creek. Geosyntec, with Joe Turner as lead technical analyst, will compile findings into a
comprehensive technical memorandum to support project concepts for Vina GSA consistency
determination and potential Proposition 4 construction funding.

Action Item: GM Giezentanner to circulate the draft recharge analysis to the Board prior to the
May 14, 2026 special meeting, if available.

Demand Reduction — Extend Orchard and Precision Irrigation. Land IQ (prime) and ERA
Economics (economic analysis) led this AGUBC workstream, one of three GSP pillars alongside
surface water importation and recharge. Land IQ's eleven-site orchard study estimated that
fallowing reduces water consumption by approximately 0.9 to 2.6 acre-feet per acre per year (net
of residual consumption on fallowed ground). ERA Economics developed an incentive-payment
framework for voluntary fallowing; long-term funding remains an open policy question. Precision
irrigation analysis of 21 walnut and almond orchards found that larger operations already employ
pressure bomb and soil moisture monitoring; the principal opportunity is with smaller farms, and
time-of-use scheduling is a low-cost behavioral intervention. GM Giezentanner intends to invite the
Land IQ lead analyst to present findings at the June or July 2026 meeting.

Action Item: GM Giezentanner to post the Land IQ and ERA Economics technical memoranda to
the TWD website.

Action Item: GM Giezentanner to coordinate with the Land IQ analyst to schedule a Board
presentation on demand reduction findings.

8D. Interbasin Coordination — Sacramento Valley

GM Giezentanner described an emerging multi-agency work plan (coordinated potentially through
NAWQA and EWR) with three components: (1) collecting interconnected surface water data across
the Sacramento Valley; (2) refining a regional surface water—groundwater model; and (3)
developing a non-binding best practices framework for GSAs. He expressed concern that a coarser
regional model could become DWR's default lens for GSP review, potentially designing solutions
for problems the Vina Sub-basin does not have, and noted that Butte County's Butte Basin
Groundwater Model offers superior local granularity. Activity is expected to intensify between
April and August 2026.
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Director Turley, who participates in the meetings, noted the goal is a comprehensive framework by
2032 informed by five years of data, not a January 2027 policy response, and that he has not
observed intent to disadvantage Vina. Director Mori cautioned that interpretation drives policy.
Dillon McGregor (Vina GSA Program Manager) emphasized the effort is in its earliest stages, with
substantive policy direction three to four years away.

Action Item: GM Giezentanner to post the interbasin coordination one-pager to the TWD website.

8E. SWEEP Block Grant — Potential Application. CDFA has opened the application process for
the SGMA-related SWEEP block grant. Proposition 4 restricts recipients to 501(c)(3) organizations,
excluding 501(c)(6) entities such as farm bureaus. Discussions are underway with the County Farm
Bureau regarding the possibility of TWD applying as the block grant recipient; the matter remains
in flux. No formal action was requested.

8F. Preview of Upcoming Agenda Topics. GM Giezentanner previewed anticipated topics,
including: County assessment process update; elections process detail and next steps; mitigation
plan process update; well ordinance update (with agricultural stakeholder representation on the
County committee to be confirmed before May 14); South Line Extension Project briefing; Durham
Mutual Water Company canal/siphon work along Butte Creek; Caltrans Highway 99 drainage
(Rock Creek is aware); water transfer policy (final adoption anticipated June or July 2026); and a
demand reduction briefing with the Land IQ analyst.

9. Board Member Announcements & Requests for Future Agenda Items

In response to Director Mendonca's question, GM Giezentanner confirmed the status of active ad
hoc committees:

«  Surface Water Ad Hoc — concluded.

«  Budget Ad Hoc — concluded. Director Turley confirmed for the record that he participated
in the ad hoc meetings despite an inadvertent omission from the Zoom invitation.

« Recharge Ad Hoc — active. One additional meeting may be convened if the Kiefer
Slough/Rock Creek technical memorandum is received before the May 14, 2026 meeting.

« Legal Ad Hoc — active. Members: Rich McGowan, Andrew Mendonca, Brian Mori.
Counsel Hughes provided four candidates and offered to meet with the ad hoc following the
interviews; he confirmed he remains available through at least June 2026. GM Giezentanner
intends to schedule back-to-back interviews to complete the process before the May 14,
2026 meeting.

10. Closed Session

The Board adjourned to closed session at 10:25 a.m. pursuant to Government Code Section 54957
(public employment — General Counsel recruitment).

Report Out of Closed Session. The Board reconvened to open session at 10:29 a.m. No formal
report out of closed session.

11. Adjournment
President McGowan adjourned the meeting at 10:29 a.m.



Agenda Item 4

TWD Finances
202526 | : { i Approved
APPROVED JUL 2025 AUG 2025 SEPT 2025 0CT 2025 NOV 2025 DEC 2025 JAN 2026 FEB 2026 MAR 2026 APR 2026 Billed to H
FY 2025-26 BUDGET Approved Approved | Approved Approved Approved Approved Approved : Approved Approved : For Approval MAY 2026 | JUN2026 Date R::\:ig:itn i
(attached) : : i g
TWD BUDGET CATEGORY '

Personnel $ 266,400 | $ 7,500 7,500 | $14,583.33 | $14,583.33 i$ 89,167 i $ 177,233 |
Office $ 81,000 S 7,304 - 1$12,20000 | $ - {$ 21,994 {$ 59,006 |

External Support $ 97,000:$ 2,175 2,908 | $ 1,657.50 $ $

Litigation $ 75,000 ;S -
Technical Support $ 50,000 S -
"""" Lobbying & Funcing S - 1S - |3 s s s s E s ; E s |
Reserves § 50,000$ 17399 | - s . -l -l - s - is - i - is - '$ 17399 (S 32601
TOTALS $ 619,400 $ 34378 S 9140:$ 9245;$ 9,773 !$ 7,500 | $ 10,541 $ 7658:$ 11,614 $32,43893 :$ 20356 $ - S - $ 152,642 | $ 466,758
Itemized Bills
Category Description ] Amount
"""" Personnel _ iGlezentanner & Associates - General Manager $14,583.33
Office S -
External Support Klein DeNatale Goldner - General Counsel $ 977.50
Technical Support Provost & Pritchard I . : S 4,794.82
Total $20,355.65
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Giezentanner & Associates
30 Independence Circle, Suite 300

BILLTO Invoice Number:
Tuscan Water District Invoice Date:

30 Independence Circle
Chico, California 95973

United States Amount Due (USD):

Payment Due:

Chico, California 95973

United States

20201298
April 30, 2026
May 30, 2026
$14,583.33

Service

Tuscan Water District
General Manager Services
April 2026

See attached Statement of Services.

Total:

Amount Due (USD):

$14,583.33

$14,583.33

$14,583.33
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Areas of Activity for April 2026 — General Manager Services

Board Governance & Administrative Support (Financial, Budget, Operations)
e April15, 2026 — Regular Board Meeting. Material prep, coordination, and follow-up
e Ad hoc committee meetings (Budget). Material prep, coordination, and follow-up
e Finalize 2026-27 Budget — Narrative & Planning Budgets
e Maintenance of official District records
e Miscellaneous District Responsibilities: Insurance, May Meeting Location
e Potential office space

SGMA Compliance, Regulatory Coordination & Stakeholder Engagement
e April 22, 2026 — Attend SHAC Meeting
o Domestic Well Mitigation Program Review & Comments to SHAC
e Wyandotte Creek GSA - Review PE, RCAs, SMCs, approach to Domestic Wells
e Develop Internal Dashboards to Analyze SGMA Issues & Basin Conditions:
o 2022 RMS Network
o 2022 Storage
o Vina Subbasin Precipitation
o Vina Subbasin Stream Flow
e Continued Evaluation: GSP Plan Evaluation & WY 2025 Annual Report

Project Development & Implementation
e Ongoing: Rock Creek / Keefer Slough Flood-MAR Concept development
e Ongoing: Durham Mutual Water Company Main Canal Conditions Assessment
e Ongoing: GSA: Recharge field work (SGM Grant) — Review & Draft PPT
e Ongoing: Caltrans Hwy 99 Project
e Ongoing: Water Supply Feasibility Analysis (South Vina Extension)
e Ongoing: Demand Reduction Strategies (Physical Stations — Upkeep)

Grant Pursuit and External Funding
e SWEEP:
o Developed Conceptual Approach
o Discussion & Agreement with Potential Partners



. 10000 STOCKDALE HWY, SUITE 200
Klein - DeNatale -Gottiet
(661) 395-1000

FAX (661) 326-0418

ATTORNEYS AT LAW E-MAIL accounting@kleinlaw.com

April 30, 2026

TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT Invoice No. 1265595
**+*+*E-MAIL INVOICES***** Client No. 24618
Matter No. 001

Billing Attorney: JDH

INVOICE SUMMARY

For Professional Services Rendered for the Period Ending: April 19, 2026.

RE: TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT
GENERAL BUSINESS

Professional Services $ 977.50
Costs Advanced $ .00

TOTAL THIS INVOICE $ 977.50
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KLEIN DENATALE GOLDNER

Invoice No. 1265595 April 30, 2026

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Date Init Description Hours Amount

4/10/26 JDH REVIEWED AND REPLIED TO E-MAIL REGARDING BOARD MEETING; 1.20 510.00
RESEARCHED POTENTIAL EXCHANGE POLICY; TELEPHONE CONFERENCE
WITH T. GIEZENTANNER.

4/15/26  JDH ATTENDED APRIL REGULAR BOARD MEETING. 1.10  467.50

TOTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES $977.50

SUMMARY OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Name Init Rate Hours Total
HUGHES, JOSEPH JDH 425.00 2.30 977.50
Total 2.30 $977.50

TOTAL THIS INVOICE $ 977.50



. 10000 STOCKDALE HWY, SUITE 200
Klein - DeNatale -Gottiivet
(661) 395-1000

FAX (661) 326-0418

ATTORNEYS AT LAW E-MAIL accounting@kleinlaw.com

April 30, 2026

TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT Invoice No. 1265595
*E-MAIL INVOICES™***** Client No. 24618
Matter No. 001

Billing Attorney: JDH

REMITTANCE
RE: TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT
GENERAL BUSINESS

BALANCE DUE THIS INVOICE $ 977.50
All checks should be made payable to: Klein DeNatale Goldner
(Please return this advice with payment.) 10000 Stockdale Hwy, Suite 200

Bakersfield, CA 93311

For payment by ACH in USD: J.P. Morgan Chase
(Please reference: Account No. 825707620
Client-Matter No. 24618-001, ABA No. 322271627

Invoice No. 1265595)

To pay by credit card, click here --->:Pay Now or call Accounting at (661) 395-1000.

DUE UPON RECEIPT
FEDERAL I.D. No. 95-2298220

Thank you! Your business is greatly appreciated.
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PROVOST&PRITCHARD

CONSULTING GROUP

455 W Fir Ave e Clovis, CA 93611  (559) 449-2700
www.provostandpritchard.com

Tuscan Water District
30 Independence Circle, Suite 300
Chico, CA 95973

Project Name: Keefer Slough & Rock Creek Flood-MAR Concept

Client Project #:

April 17, 2026
Project: No: 04380-26-001
Invoice No: 129714

Phase T01: Develop storage basin concepts including preliminary means for diverting, storing and returning flood flows from Keefer Slough and Rock

Creek at the four subject properties. Prepare a draft Memorandum summarizing the methodology and findings of the study.

Professional Services from March 01, 2026 to March 31, 2026

Phase: TO1 Flood-Mar Design Concept
Labor
Hours
Associate Engineer 26.63
Associate Specialist 2.00
Principal Engineer .50
Totals 29.13
Total Labor

Rate Amount
164.00 4,367.32
155.00 310.00
235.00 117.50
4,794.82

4,794.82

Total this Phase: $4,794.82

Total this Invoice $4,794.82

*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group ***
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.
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nsvl LAY [ 13>d ]| -
Contract Summary
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
Keefer Slough Flood-MAR Concept Eval

. Contract | Previous | Current Total o D -

Project No. 04380-26-001 Amount Billing Billing Billed % Billed | Remaining
Phase T01 - Flood-Mar Design Concept $10,000.00 $5,204.20 $4,794.82 $9,999.02 99.99% $0.98
Project No. 04380-26-001 Total: $10,000.00 $5,204.20 $4,794.82 $9,999.02 99.99% $0.98
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TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT
Staff Memorandum
TO: Board of Directors
FROM: Tovey Giezentanner, General Manager
DATE: May 14, 2026
RE: Item 4: Approval of Office Supply and Printer Toner Expenses ($647.59)

Action Requested. Authorize payment of $647.59 in office supply and printer toner expenses, to
be paid in May or June 2026, as itemized below.

Background. Section 4 of the General Manager Agreement directs the General Manager to
ensure expenditure controls and contract approvals consistent with Board-adopted policies. As
the District continues its transition from formation to full operations, the General Manager is
bringing routine office and printing expenses to the Board for pre-approval to maintain a clear
authorization record.

Summary / Analysis. The two expenses below (and attached) cover general office supplies and
printer consumables needed for District operations.

Staples — Copy Paper ($87.38). Two cases of Hammermill 8.5 x 117, 20 Ib., 92-
brightness copy paper for standard District printing and Board meeting materials.

Amazon — Printer Toner ($560.21). HP 202X high-yield color toner set (cyan, magenta,
yellow) at $382.89 and HP 206X high-yield black toner cartridge at $129.89, plus applicable
tax. These are the consumables for the District’s working color laser printer and replace
cartridges nearing end of life.

Total Request. $647.59.
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Monday, May 11, 2026 at 7:01:22 PM Pacific Daylight Time
Subject:Ordered: "HP 202X Cyan, Magenta,..." and 1 more item
Date: Monday, May 11, 2026 at 6:59:11 PM Pacific Daylight Time
From: Amazon.com
To: Tovey Giezentanner

Thanks for your order, Tovey!

Ordered Shipped Out for delivery Delivered

Arriving Thursday

Tovey - CHICO, CA
Order # 113-1121954-9812219

View or edit order

HP 202X Cyan, Magenta, Yellow Hig...

= Quantity: 1

$38289

HP 206X Black Toner Cartridge | W...

H Quantity: 1
$1 2089

Grand Total: $560.21

Stayin the know

Signup
Subscribe to email for deals, curated picks & more

Top picks for you

10f 2



Your order is confirmed

Arriving tomorrow between 10am - 12pm

o - A o
Delivery details .
1266 Whitewood Way ’
Receipt ~
Paid with Visa 5750

[tem Subtotal $79.98
Sales Tax $7.40
Tip $4.00
Service Fee $4.66
Total $87.38 $96.04
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Your items A
To be shopped (1)
Hammermill 8.5" x 11", 20 Pounds & 92 Brightness $79.98
| allm Copy Plus Copy Paper 2 gt

$39.99 . each
#' Add note for shopper

«~ [f sold out
' Replace with specific item

Edit

1ct TRU RED TR56958 8.5" x 11" 20-Pound Printer Paper With 92
3 Brightness

$0.52 each - 500 ct

You've still got time to shop
Add items until your shopper checks out

Pairs well with your order




Agenda Item 5

TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT
Staff Memorandum

TO: Tuscan Water District Board of Directors
FROM: Tovey Giezentanner, General Manager
DATE: May 12, 2026

RE: South Vina Extension Water Supply Project — Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility
Engagement; Consultant Selection

Action Requested

Action Requested. Select the Water & Land Solutions / Provost & Pritchard joint proposal for the
South Vina Extension Water Supply Project Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility Engagement, and
authorize the General Manager to execute a not-to-exceed contract in the amount of $19,950.

Background

The 2025 Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility Analysis confirmed that the South Vina
Extension Water Supply Project is technically feasible but identified two implementation barriers.

e First, surface water delivery under the current configuration would cost landowners $189—
$520 per acre-foot, considerably more per acre-foot than pumping groundwater.

e Second, the Cottonwood Creek crossing would, at a minimum, trigger an estimated 18-
month USACE Section 408 review. Without a strategy that avoids or shortens that review,
the District would likely not be in a position to apply for the first Proposition 4
implementation solicitation windows expected to begin opening in early 2027 ($386 million
is anticipated to be available for groundwater management infrastructure).

In April 2026, the General Manager and the (then-active) Surface Water Ad Hoc Committee
discussed the value of a short, focused engagement to address both barriers strategically before
the Vina GSA consistency determination process opens this summer. On April 23, 2026, a Phase 1
Scoping and Feasibility Engagement memo ("Accelerate v3") was issued to a short list of qualified
consulting firms with a proposal deadline of May 8, 2026 and an anticipated budget of $15,000—
$20,000.

Three firms responded. Two submitted responsive proposals: Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.
($20,000 time-and-materials, not-to-exceed) and a joint proposal from Water & Land Solutions
(WLS) and Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (P&P) ($19,950 fixed budget by task). EKI
Environment & Water declined to propose for the current scope, citing current workload, and
requested to be notified if the Phase 2 work is competitively procured.

Summary / Analysis

Why accelerate now. The driver is Proposition 4 application timing. State agencies are currently
drafting Prop 4 distribution guidelines, and that process is expected to conclude by the end of
2026, with the first application windows expected to begin opening in early 2027. Phase 2 work —
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detailed engineering, hydraulic analysis, CEQA, Section 408 permitting as applicable, and grant
proposal support — must be substantially in hand before the first windows open. That sequencing
requires Phase 1 to complete this summer. A Vina GSA consistency determination on the project is
also targeted in advance of the Prop 4 application. The Vina GSA accepts consistency
determination requests at any time, but receiving the determination before the application is
submitted materially strengthens the District's submission.

What Phase 1 will deliver, June—July 2026. A Strategic Scoping and Feasibility Memo
addressing three issues.

e Cost re-engineering evaluates whether project capital costs can be funded through Prop 4
Chapter 8 and structured as a "Pilot Implementation Phase" with early-period operations
and maintenance capitalized into the grant-funded scope, in order to reduce direct per-acre-
foot costs to landowners in the near term.

o Section 408 strategy identifies pathways to avoid triggering the 408 review at the
Cottonwood Creek crossing or to qualify under a maintenance-based exemption.

¢ Proposition 4 positioning recommends the most promising solicitation(s) to target with a
competitive positioning strategy. Phase 1 will also produce a refined project description
suitable for the Vina GSA consistency determination and a Phase 2 work plan (detailed
engineering, hydraulic analysis, CEQA, Section 408 permitting as applicable, and grant
proposal support) for subsequent procurement.

Proposal comparison. Both responsive proposals price at or just under the $20,000 budget
ceiling and both target a late-July completion consistent with the Vina GSA consistency
determination timeline. A neutral side-by-side comparison of the two proposals — covering scope
response, team, schedule, budget, qualifications, and references — is attached as Attachment 1.
The Board is encouraged to review the attachment as part of its deliberations.

Staff recommendation. Staff recommends selection of the Water & Land Solutions / Provost &
Pritchard joint proposal for Phase 1. Three considerations support this recommendation.

Fit to scope. The substance of Phase 1 is primarily strategic and policy-driven — Prop 4 grant
structuring, Section 408 regulatory strategy, and competitive grant positioning, with a project
description prepared for the Vina GSA consistency determination. The joint proposal's team
composition (WLS strategy and grants administration; P&P engineering and Section 408
permitting) maps directly to that scope. WLS authored the strategic and assessment portions of the
2025 Feasibility Analysis, providing direct continuity into Phase 1. P&P brings hands-on USACE
Section 408 permitting experience referenced in two recharge projects (Friant-Kern at Big Dry
Creek and Laton North).

Proposal completeness against the RFP. The joint proposal includes a task-level budget
summing to $19,950, a weekly schedule from kick-off through a final TWD Board presentation in
August, six named team members with roles and years of experience, six relevant project
references, and a draft Phase 2 Scope of Work delivered as a Phase 1 deliverable. The Geosyntec
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proposal is a three-page fee letter at $20,000 time-and-materials; it identifies one team member
and does not include a task-level budget, weekly milestones, references, or a Phase 2 scope.

Phase 2 considerations remain open. The RFP explicitly states that no Phase 2 commitment is
required as part of Phase 1 selection. Phase 2 will require detailed engineering, hydraulic analysis,
CEQA review, and — depending on Phase 1 findings — Section 408 permitting. Multiple qualified
firms are likely Phase 2 candidates, including Geosyntec (engineer of record for the 2025
Feasibility Analysis); Provost & Pritchard (with significant USACE Section 408 experience on the
Friant-Kern Canal at Big Dry Creek and other Central Valley recharge projects, plus added
continuity if selected for Phase 1); and EKI Environment & Water (which has indicated interest in
being notified of Phase 2 procurement). Selecting WLS/P&P for the strategic Phase 1 engagement
does not preclude any of these firms from competing for the Phase 2 engineering work.

Additional Context

Geosyntec's ongoing work in the Vina Subbasin. Geosyntec is currently leading the Vina
Subbasin Groundwater Recharge Feasibility Study for the Vina GSA, a separate SGM grant-
funded engagement. Joe Turner of Geosyntec presented dry well concepts to the TWD Board in
March 2026 and to the Butte County Water Commission on May 6, 2026 (with an update on the
Vina GSA recharge feasibility study). Geosyntec retains a substantive and valued role on Vina-
area work outside of this Phase 1 engagement and would be a strong candidate for Phase 2
engineering work.

Surface Water Ad Hoc Committee. The Surface Water Ad Hoc Committee that originally oversaw
this work concluded earlier this year. Given the time-sensitive nature of the engagement and the
modest budget level, staff has brought this item directly to the full Board rather than reconstituting
the Ad Hoc Committee.

Western Canal Water District coordination. Cost re-engineering under Phase 1 will require
engagement with Western Canal Water District. Jenny Scheer, who previously served as primary
point of contact on the 2025 Feasibility Analysis for WLS, has since assumed the General Manager
role at Western Canal. Staff and the WLS team will manage this transition on an arms-length basis
consistent with the District's interest in a clear cost structure for landowners.

Phase 2 procurement. A separate Phase 2 procurement is anticipated following the Vina GSA
consistency determination, with scope and pricing informed by Phase 1 findings.

Attachments
1. Phase 1 Proposal Comparison (May 11, 2026)
2. Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility Engagement Memo, "Accelerate v3" (April 23, 2026)

3. Geosyntec Consultants Phase 1 Proposal (May 8, 2026)
4. Water & Land Solutions / Provost & Pritchard Joint Phase 1 Proposal (May 8, 2026)
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TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT

Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility Engagement — Proposal Comparison
South Vina Extension Water Supply Project

Date: May 11, 2026
Prepared by: Tovey Giezentanner, General Manager
Purpose: Side-by-side comparison of the two responsive proposals for Board consideration

at the May 14, 2026 special meeting.

Background

On April 23, 2026, the Tuscan Water District (TWD) distributed a Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility Engagement memo
("Accelerate v3") to a short list of qualified firms inviting proposals for a focused strategic and engineering analysis to
position the South Vina Extension Water Supply Project for a July 2026 Vina GSA consistency determination and a
competitive Proposition 4 application. Anticipated Phase 1 budget: $15,000-$20,000. Three firms responded:

+ Geosyntec Consultants, Inc. — sole proposal.

* Water & Land Solutions, LLC (WLS) and Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (P&P) — joint proposal.

+ EKI Environment & Water — declined for current capacity reasons; asked to be kept informed if the Phase 2
work goes back out to bid.

Comparison

_ GEOSYNTEC WLS / P&P (joint)

SUMMARY

Proposal date May 8, 2026 May 8, 2026

Proposal length 3 pages 14 pages

Total fee $20,000 $19,950

Fee structure Time and materials, not-to-exceed Fixed budget by task

Phase 1 completion | July 30, 2026 July 31, 2026 (final Board presentation in August)
Primary point of Amer A. Hussain, P.E., Principal Engineer Maddie Munson, Senior Water Specialist, WLS
contact (Fresno office)

Team members 1 6

named

Project references None Six

Rate sheet Referenced, not attached Attached (both firms)

RESPONSE TO PHASE 1 SCOPE OF WORK

Cost re-engineering | Task 1 — Evaluate Proposition 4 Eligibility. Task 2 — Strategic Scoping, Cost Re-engineering

(Prop 4 Chapter 8 Review whether capital costs can be funded and Funding Strategy.

Pilot Implementation ' through Prop 4 and structured as a Pilot Refine cost structure from the Vina Analysis (water

Phase; c?pltallze Implementation Phase with early-period O&M rates, O&M, capital amortization) with engagement of

early-period O&M) capitalized into grant funds. Western Canal Water District, Butte County, Vina
Stated goal: reduce costs for landowners. GSA, and landowners.

Identify pathways to bridge the gap between surface
water and groundwater costs, including partnerships
with Vina GSA.

Align designs with Prop 4 opportunities, including a
Pilot Implementation Phase approach.

Section 408 strategy Task 2 — Evaluate strategy for 408 permit. Task 2 — Strategic Scoping, Permitting Strategy.
(avoid trigger at Review alternative methods to avoid triggering =~ P&P will lead an evaluation of permitting strategy,
Cottonwood Creek a Section 408 review at Cottonwood Creek, including Section 408 permitting at Cottonwood

crossing, or qualify Creek.
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considerations)

Project description
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Phase 2 scope and
ballpark pricing
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including whether the project qualifies under a
maintenance exemption.

Each alternative evaluated for feasibility and
risk profile.
Task 3 — Proposition 4 Planning.

Evaluate Prop 4 solicitations and identify the
one with the most promising chance of
success to target.

High-level strategy to identify competitive
considerations.

Task 5 — Prepare Project Description.

Project description prepared for submission to
Vina GSA in support of a consistency
determination by July 2026.

Task 6 — Phase 2 Scope and Fee Estimate.

Proposal text states only that "Geosyntec is
prepared to support TWD as needed once
Phase 2 is authorized."

No Phase 2 scope or pricing provided.

TEAM AND KEY PERSONNEL

Named personnel

SCHEDULE

Phase 1 milestones

Amer A. Hussain, P.E. — Principal Engineer
(Fresno). Signatory and proposal contact.

No additional team members, roles, or
biographies identified in the proposal.

Tasks 1-3 completed by July 30, 2026.

Project description submitted to Vina GSA by
July 30.

Phase 2 timing: TBD upon authorization.

Weekly milestones and interim deliverables not
provided.

WLS / P&P (joint)

Identify permitting alternatives, key risks, schedule
implications, and a recommended path forward.

Task 2 — Strategic Scoping, Proposition 4
Positioning.

Identify the most competitive funding pathways for the
$386.25M in Prop 4 funding expected in 2026-2027,
including Sustainable Groundwater Management
Grants and Conveyance Assistance.

Develop a positioning narrative aligned with program
objectives (groundwater sustainability, regional
conveyance, multi-benefit outcomes).

Outline grant approach and key elements for
competitiveness.

Task 3 — Vina GSA Consistency Determination
Support.

Refined project description suitable for submission to
the Vina GSA, leveraging and updating the existing
Project narrative.

Additional documentation and presentation materials
as needed.

Support TWD staff in the consistency determination
process.

Task 4 — Phase 2 Scope.

Draft Phase 2 Scope of Work including engineering
refinement, permitting pathway (CEQA/NEPA,
Section 408), hydraulic and infrastructure analysis,
and grant application support.

Ballpark cost ranges not included.

Maddie Munson, M.S. — Project Lead and Senior
Water Specialist, WLS (12 yrs). Primary point of
contact.

Chase Hurley, B.S. — Managing Member, WLS (30
yrs).

Brad Samuelson, M.S. — Managing Member, WLS
(30 yrs).

Yvonne Petroni — Grants Administration / Outreach
Coordinator, WLS (13 yrs).

Danny Kerns, P.E. — Engineering Lead, P&P (17
yrs).

Amy Giacomini — Permitting Lead, P&P (4 yrs).

Kick-off: week of May 25.

Strategic Scoping work: June 1 — July 17 (draft memo
week of July 6).

Final Feasibility Memo: week of July 27.

Refined project description: week of July 20.
Consistency determination support and final TWD
Board presentation: August.

Phase 2 SOW delivered: week of July 27.

Weekly internal team calls; monthly TWD staff check-
ins.
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BUDGET

Total and Total: $20,000. Total: $19,950.

breakdown Structure: time and materials per the Task 1 — Project Management and Collaboration:
Geosyntec 2026 Rate Schedule; not-to-exceed = $3,000.
without prior authorization. Task 2 — Strategic Scoping: $10,425.
Budget may be shifted among tasks within the  Task 3 — Consistency Determination Support:
total. $2,025.
Task-level breakdown: not provided. Task 4 — Phase 2 Scope: $4,500.
Rate schedule: referenced but not attached. Rate sheets attached for both firms. WLS Senior

Water Specialist: $225/hr. P&P Principal Engineer:
$235-$295/hr.

QUALIFICATIONS AND REFERENCES (RFP requested: SGMA, USACE Section 408, Prop 4 / state water
grants)

Qualifications No separate qualifications statement or Six representative project references with contacts
statement and representative project references included in and relevance to Phase 1 scope:
references provided | the proposal. + Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility
Geosyntec's prior work on the 2025 Vina Study — Butte County DWRC.
Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility « Orland-Artois Water District Annexation — USBR

Analysis is referenced in the proposal opening.  \waterSMART grant funding.
* Yolo-Zamora Groundwater Recharge Pilot — Yolo
Subbasin GSA.
« Corning Subbasin Groundwater Recharge — $15M
SGMA grant referenced.
* Friant-Kern Canal at Big Dry Creek Recharge —
P&P-led USACE Section 408 and 404 permitting.

* Laton North Recharge — P&P-led USACE Section
408 and 404 permitting.

Prior Project Involvement and Relevant Context

The information in this section is drawn from project history rather than the proposals themselves and is included so
the Board can consider it alongside the proposal record.

2025 Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility Analysis

Geosyntec and Water & Land Solutions jointly authored the 2025 Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility
Analysis. Geosyntec led the engineering analysis; WLS led the strategy and assessment work and overall project
coordination. The Feasibility Analysis is the technical and strategic baseline for the Phase 1 scope.

Within the WLS team, Maddie Munson was the primary author on Option A of the Feasibility Analysis (the Butte Creek
diversion using the Parrott-Phelan Canal to deliver water to properties along Comanche Creek). Ms. Munson is
identified in the joint WLS/P&P proposal as Project Lead and primary point of contact.

Jenny Scheer, who served as the primary WLS point of contact through much of the Feasibility Analysis work, has
since assumed the General Manager role at Western Canal Water District. Western Canal is identified in the WLS/P&P
proposal as a party with which cost-structure refinement will be coordinated.

Geosyntec — current Vina-area engagement

Geosyntec is currently leading the Vina Subbasin Groundwater Recharge Feasibility Study for the Vina GSA, a
Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM) grant-funded study. Joe Turner of Geosyntec presented on the use of
dry wells as Groundwater Recharge Enhancement Features to the TWD Board at its March 2026 regular meeting, and
presented the same dry-well material together with an update on the Vina Subbasin Groundwater Recharge Feasibility
Study to the Butte County Water Commission at its May 6, 2026 regular meeting (Agenda ltems 4.a and 4.b).

Provost & Pritchard prior TWD work

Provost & Pritchard was not involved in the 2025 Feasibility Analysis. P&P previously provided engineering services to
TWD on the Keefer Slough / Rock Creek Flood-MAR recharge concept, documented in the April 2026 Engineering
Memorandum prepared for the District.
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TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT
Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility Engagement
South Vina Extension Water Supply Project

Overview

The Tuscan Water District (TWD) is inviting a short list of qualified firms to submit proposals
for a Phase 1 scoping and feasibility engagement on the South Vina Extension Water Supply
Project. This memo summarizes the project context, scope of work, budget, and timeline so that
firms have the information needed to prepare a responsive proposal.

Project Context

The 2025 Feasibility Analysis confirmed the South Vina Extension is technically viable but
identified two barriers to implementation. First, surface water delivery under the current
configuration would cost landowners $189—$520 per acre-foot, compared to roughly $40-$60
per acre-foot for groundwater pumping. Second, the Cottonwood Creek crossing triggers an 18-
month USACE Section 408 review, which would push project readiness past the anticipated Q2
2026 Prop 4 solicitation window ($386 million available for groundwater management
infrastructure).

Phase 1 is intended to address both barriers through a focused strategic and engineering analysis,
positioning the project for a July 2026 Vina GSA consistency determination and a competitive
Prop 4 application.

Phase 1 Scope of Work

TWD is seeking a concise strategic scoping and feasibility package, including:

» Strategic Scoping and Feasibility Memo (approximately 10-20 pages) addressing the
three issues below.

o Cost re-engineering. Evaluate whether project capital costs can be funded
through Prop 4 Chapter 8 and structured as a “Pilot Implementation Phase,” with
early-period operations and maintenance capitalized into the grant-funded scope.
The goal is to reduce the direct per-acre-foot cost to landowners in the near term
while preserving long-term project viability.

o Section 408 strategy. Identify pathways to avoid triggering Section 408 review at
the Cottonwood Creek crossing, or to qualify under a maintenance-based
exemption, and assess the feasibility and risk profile of each.

°  Prop 4 positioning. Recommend the most promising Prop 4 solicitation(s) to
target, with a high-level positioning strategy and competitive considerations.

* Project Description. A project description suitable for submission to the Vina GSA in
support of a consistency determination targeted for July 2026.

* Phase 2 Scope and Ballpark Pricing. A recommended Phase 2 work plan (detailed
engineering, hydraulic analysis, CEQA, 408 permitting as applicable, and Prop 4 grant
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proposal support) with rough ballpark cost ranges for each item. No commitment to
perform Phase 2 work is required with the Phase 1 proposal.

Budget
TWD anticipates a Phase 1 budget of $15,000—$20,000.

Timeline
* Proposals due: May 8§, 2026
* Selection and award: May 14, 2026 (TWD Board meeting)
* Phase 1 execution: June—July 2026
* Vina GSA consistency determination: July—August 2026
» Phase 2: Subject to a favorable GSA consistency determination; scope and schedule to
be developed from the Phase 1 recommendations.
Governance
Final project roles between TWD and the Vina GSA—including lead agency, contracting entity,
grant applicant, and implementation entity—are still being finalized. For Phase 1, TWD will
serve as the contracting entity, with confirmation prior to award.
Qualifications Sought
TWD is seeking firms with directly relevant experience in:
* Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) implementation
* USACE Section 408 review and permitting

* Prop 4 and related California state water grant programs

Next Steps

Interested firms should submit a proposal by May 8, 2026. For questions or to request additional
background materials, please contact Tovey Giezentanner, General Manager, Tuscan Water
District.



May 8, 2026

Tuscan Water District

Tovey Giezentanner

30 Independence Circle, No. 300

Chico, CA 95973 26-214-01

Dear Mr. Giezentanner,

Thank you for the opportunity for Water & Land Solutions, LLC (WLS) to respond to Tuscan Water
District’s (TWD) Phase 1 Scoping and Feasibility Engagement on the South Vina Extension Water
Supply Project (Project). This Proposal discusses our understanding of the project, the scope of services
and the associated budget, for Phase 1.

WLS brings a unique advantage as the author of the Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility
Analysis, allowing our team to immediately build from prior work and deliver a highly focused, efficient
Phase 1 effort aligned with TWD’s timeline and budget.

WLS has thoughtfully assembled a team that integrates strategy and technical expertise, addressing all
requirements described in the Request for Proposals (RFP). In addition to WLS, who specializes in
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) implementation, land use consulting, permitting,
and project financing, we have included Provost & Pritchard Engineering Group (P&P), who are highly
recognized experts in engineering and permitting of irrigation and water infrastructure projects.

The WLS and P&P team is dedicated to working collaboratively with TWD, with an end goal of refining
the Project concepts in preparation for successful project financing and implementation. We greatly
look forward to the opportunity to leverage our team’s diverse skillsets in order to advance
groundwater sustainability in the Vina subbasin. Please feel free to contact us with any questions
regarding this proposal.

Respectfully,

i

Chase Hurley Maddie Munson

Managing Member Senior Water Specialist

(209) 704-5105 (530) 933-0821
churley@waterandlandsolutions.com mmunson@waterandlandsolutions.com
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PHASE 1 SCOPING AND FEASIBILITY ENGAGEMENT
PROPOSAL

Project Understanding

The Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility Analysis (Vina Analysis), authored by WLS,
evaluated the Project and confirmed its technical feasibility while identifying key
implementation barriers—including cost competitiveness and permitting constraints—that are
directly aligned with the focus of this Phase 1 scope.

TWD is positioned to evaluate and implement projects to deliver surface water within its
district boundaries to reduce groundwater usage in the Vina Subbasin. Phase 1 specifically
looks to identify opportunities to strategically reduce Project costs and permitting timelines,
while positioning the Project for Proposition 4 funding in the near future.

WLS is uniquely positioned to prepare this analysis within a limited timeframe and budget due
to our intimate understanding of the underlying technical, institutional, and financial analysis.
Our team can immediately build from that foundation, eliminating ramp-up time and ensuring
continuity in assumptions, stakeholder context, and strategic direction. This continuity is critical
given the compressed timeline to support a Proposition 4 funding strategy and Vina
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) consistency determination.

Approach to Phase 1 Scope of Work

WLS and P&P will deliver a focused Phase 1 effort that directly addresses the three key barriers
identified by TWD—cost competitiveness, Section 408 permitting, and funding readiness—
while positioning the Project for near-term implementation. The WLS Team approach will
comprise four tasks as follows:

Task 1: Project Management and Collaboration

Task 2: Strategic Scoping

Task 3: Vina GSA Consistency Determination Support
Task 4: Phase 2 Scope
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Task 1: Project Management and Collaboration

WLS will ensure close coordination with the project team and TWD to ensure the scope of work
is completed efficiently and according to expectations. As part of facilitating project
collaboration, WLS will organize weekly calls with P&P for the duration of the project (assumed
at two months). TWD staff will be invited to join on a monthly basis, or more frequently as
needed.

Task 2: Strategic Scoping

WLS and P&P will work collaboratively to draft a brief scoping and feasibility memo (10 pages)
that will build directly on the feasibility study and focus on actionable next steps:

Cost Re-engineering and Funding Strategy

e Refine cost structure from the Vina Analysis regarding water rates, O&M, and capital
amortization. This will require engagement between necessary parties, including but not
limited to Western Canal Water District, Butte County, Vina GSA, and landowners. The
goal is to optimize the cost per acre-foot (S/AF) of the project.

e Following further refinement of water rates, identify pathways to bridge the gap
between surface water costs and groundwater costs, including partnerships with Vina
GSA.

e Strategize opportunities to align designs with Proposition 4 funding opportunities,
including a “pilot implementation phase” approach that could be part of a Sustainable
Groundwater Management Grant in order to reduce near-term per-acre-foot costs.

Permitting Strategy

P&P will lead an evaluation of a permitting strategy, including Section 408 permitting at
Cottonwood Creek. WLS and P&P will work together to identify permitting alternatives, key
risks, schedule implications, and a recommended path forward.

Proposition 4 Positioning
WLS will utilize preliminary designs included in the Vina Analysis, or P&P’s alternative concepts
as applicable, to position the Project for funding opportunities, including Proposition 4.

e |dentify the most competitive funding pathways for the $386.25 million in Proposition 4
funding expected to be available in 2026-2027 for sustainable groundwater
management projects, including but not limited to Sustainable Groundwater
Management Grants and Conveyance Assistance.




e Develop a clear positioning narrative and strategy aligned with program objectives
(groundwater sustainability, regional conveyance, multi-benefit outcomes).
e OQutline grant approach and key elements for competitiveness.

Deliverables will include draft and final Strategic Scoping and Feasibility Memo (10 pages), and
a final presentation to the TWD board.

Task 3: Vina GSA Consistency Determination Support

WLS will prepare a refined project description suitable for submission to the Vina GSA for a
consistency determination, leveraging and updating the existing Project narrative. WLS will
support TWD staff in Vina GSA Consistency Determination processes, as needed.

Deliverables will include a project description suitable for a Vina GSA Consistency
Determination and any additional materials, as needed, to support that process such as
additional documentation and presentation materials.

Task 4: Phase 2 Scope

In collaboration with P&P, WLS will develop a practical and implementation-ready Phase 2
scope, including:
e Engineering refinement needs
e Permitting pathway (CEQA/NEPA, Section 408)
Hydraulic and infrastructure analysis
Grant application support

Deliverables will include a draft Scope of Work for Phase 2.

Project Budget, Schedule & Deliverables

WLS, with support from P&P, proposes a focused, high-efficiency work plan that builds directly
on the prior feasibility analysis to deliver the Phase 1 objectives within the available budget.
WLS and P&P are prepared to begin immediately upon award and complete all Phase 1
deliverables within the June—July 2026 timeframe identified in the RFP. The following schedule
and budget are anticipated, consistent with the attached rate sheets for WLS and P&P:
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Budzethy Task

May 25-29

June -5 JluneE-12 [lune 15-15 [lune 22-26 [Juns Z5-July 3

July&-10 [huly 13-17 [July 20-24 Jluly 2731

August

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Task 4

Complete scope, contracting & project kick-off
PROJECT MANAG EMENT & COLLABORATION
Dieliverable: Mesting notes

STRATEGIC SCOPING

Deliverable: Draft Feasibility Memo oudining
refined desizns, capital costs, D&M, water rates,
permitting strategy &Prop 4 positioning
Deliverable: Final Feasibility Meamo
Deeliverable: Final Presentation to TW D Board
CONSISTEMCY DETERMINATION SUPFORT
Deliverable: Refined project desoription
Dieliver able: Consistency determination
docuementation and presentation materi ats

PHASE 2 SCOPE
Deliverable: Scope for Phase 2

$ 200000

$ 1042500

$ 203500

$ 450000

TOTAL BUDGET

£ 1955000

5




Team and Key Personnel

WLS has partnered with P&P to deliver a combined strategic and technical team. As the original
author of the Vina Analysis, WLS provides continuity and efficiency — eliminating duplication of
effort and ensuring consistency in assumptions and analysis. WLS has direct experience aligning
projects with state funding programs, including SGMA and emerging Proposition 4
opportunities, while coalescing groundwater dependent growers. P&P is skilled in developing
water district designs that are realistic and implementable, while navigating complex permitting
requirements.

Team

Water and Land Solutions, LLC (WLS)

WLS is a water consulting firm formed in 2018. The genesis for company formation was
declining water supplies from the combination of limited average surface water supplies along
with SGMA. Our specialties include land use consulting, permitting, engineering and
construction management, project financing, and land acquisition for water storage facilities.
We work with farmers, water districts, and GSAs to prepare for this new normal. The core
business philosophy of WLS is based on the ability to organize, manage and understand the
mentality of the people they represent through effectively engaging with neighbors, regulators,
agencies and new partners to reach the stated goals and objectives.

The company is based in Merced County, with staff in the Sacramento Valley.

WLS will provide strategic planning, policy analysis, funding strategy, and stakeholder
coordination.

Provost & Prichard Engineering Group (P&P)

Founded in 1968, P&P has built a long-standing reputation for delivering innovative
engineering, environmental, and planning solutions throughout California and the western
United States. With 11 offices across California and one in Boise, Idaho, our multidisciplinary
team provides expertise in civil, agricultural, transportation, structural, electrical,
environmental, water and wastewater, surveying, GIS, construction management, community
planning, and public affairs services. A core strength of our practice is environmental permitting
and regulatory compliance, including CEQA and NEPA documentation, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Sections 10, 404, and 408 permitting, Regional Water Quality Control Board Section
401 certifications and waste discharge requirements, California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Section 1602 notifications, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Section 7 consultations. Our




familiarity with state and federal agencies, combined with decades of experience navigating
complex environmental processes, allows us to effectively support clients through permitting,
agency coordination, and project delivery from planning through construction.

P&P will provide targeted engineering insight, including cost structuring, constructability
considerations, and input on Section 408 pathways and infrastructure feasibility. Their
experience with irrigation district infrastructure and regional water conveyance systems will
complement WLS’s policy and planning expertise.

Key Personnel

Staff expected to work on this project from the WLS Team have been involved in various
aspects of land and water use consulting and project financing for more than 30 years. WLS also
expects and welcomes input and collaboration with TWD staff.

e Project Lead and Senior Water Specialist, WLS
Maddie Munson, MS (12 years of experience)
Ms. Munson will serve as Project Manager and strategic advisor. She played a central
role in the development of the Vina Analysis and has direct experience working with
Butte County, the Vina GSA, and regional partners on SGMA implementation and
surface water supply strategies.
e Managing Member, WLS
Chase Hurley, BS (30 years of experience)
e Managing Member, WLS
Brad Samuelson, MS (30 years of experience)
e Grants Administration Team-Outreach Coordinator, WLS
Yvonne Petroni, AA (13 years of experience)
e Engineering Lead, P&P
Danny Kerns, PE (17 years of experience)
e Permitting Lead, P&P
Amy Giacomini (4 years of experience)

Primary Point of Contact

Maddie Munson, Senior Water Specialist
mmunson@waterandlandsolutions.com
(530) 933-0821
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Maddie Munson, Senior Water Specialist

Ms. Munson has 12 years of experience in both the public and private sectors, focused on
government relations at the state and local levels. As a Senior Water Specialist at WLS, Ms.
Munson has led multiple permitting efforts, complex water supply analyses, grant project
management, groundwater recharge pilot projects, coalition building among diverse groups of
landowners, and many other projects focused on communicating complex policy issues to a
wide range of audiences. Prior to her work with Water & Land Solutions, she worked as a Senior
Account Executive at a Sacramento Public Affairs and Lobbying firm specializing in agricultural
and natural resource issues, and a Senate Fellow in the California State Senate.

Chase Hurley, Managing Member

Mr. Hurley has 30 years of experience in the agricultural industry, focused on agricultural
production, water resources, and operations management. His professional experience includes
13 years of employment with the San Luis Canal Company & Henry Miller Reclamation District
representing landowners, protecting historical water rights and providing irrigation water and
drainage service to over 35,000 acres. He also has vast experience in project management,
water acquisition and the public policy arena.

Brad Samuelson, Managing Member

Mr. Samuelson has 30 years of experience in both the public and private sectors, focused on
environmental management and groundwater sustainability. His professional experience
includes eight years of employment with the University of California, Merced as a Director of
Environmental Planning providing expert wetland and endangered species compliance
leadership. He has also spent several years in the agricultural industry focusing on maximizing
grower returns while being great stewards of our resources. Mr. Samuelson is a managing
member for WLS and is very well acquainted with water and environmental issues routinely
encountered farmers, local government, and water agencies.

Yvonne Petroni, Grants Administration Team-Outreach Coordinator

Ms. Petroni has over 10 years of experience working in the private sector of Agriculture in the
Central Valley region of California. Since 2023 she has worked to secure grant funding and
carry out the grant administration duties for the various important and innovative projects, as a
part of the WLS team. She is results-driven and passionate about effectively promoting grant
programs.



Danny Kerns, PE, Technical Advisor

Danny Kerns has more than 17 years of professional experience, currently serving as Principal
Engineer. He has been involved in a wide variety of engineering projects including agricultural
water resource consulting and design, construction coordination and management, municipal
water resources, commercial, flood plain studies, and engineering consulting for groundwater
sustainability agencies. Danny has experience preparing engineering studies, design plans and
specifications, cost estimating, permitting, surveying, environmental data collection and
analysis, submittal preparation, and construction oversight and inspection. In addition to his
consulting work, he is also an experienced educator, currently teaching Fluid Mechanics in a
laboratory setting at California State University, Chico.

Amy Giacomini, Permitting Lead

Amy Giacomini, Associate Planner, brings strong technical expertise in project management and
regulatory permitting, including experience with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 and
Section 408 permits, Regional Water Quality Control Board Section 401 water quality
certifications, Central Valley Flood Protection Board encroachment permits, and California
Department of Fish and Wildlife Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements. In addition, Amy
has experience preparing Indirect Source Review applications and developing CEQA documents.

Experience and References

The following representative projects highlight the WLS Team’s experience directly relevant to
the key elements of this Phase 1 effort, including SGMA implementation, permitting strategy,
infrastructure planning, and funding alignment.

Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility Study

Name of Contact: Kami Loeser

Name of Organization: Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation
Telephone Number: (530) 552-3590

Email Address: KLoeser@buttecounty.net

WLS led development of the Vina Subbasin Surface Water Supply Feasibility Study, evaluating
nine initial concepts and advancing four projects through fatal flaw analysis, including the South
Vina Extension Project.

Relevance to this effort:
e Established baseline cost, infrastructure, and feasibility assumptions



e |dentified key barriers (cost and Section 408 permitting) now being addressed in Phase 1
e Included extensive stakeholder coordination across agencies and landowners

Orland-Artois Water District Annexation

Name of Contact: Justin Dahl

Name of Organization: Orland-Artois Water District

Telephone Number: (530) 865-4304

Email Address: jdahl@oawd.org

WLS led the annexation of approximately 11,000 acres of groundwater dependent farmland
into the Orland-Artois Water District to facilitate access to surface water supplies and improve
long-term groundwater sustainability. P&P supported engineering analysis, infrastructure
planning, and permitting.

Relevance to this effort:

e Developed and evaluated conveyance infrastructure concepts and cost estimates,
directly applicable to South Vina Extension planning

e Navigated multi-agency coordination, including LAFCo, CEQA/NEPA compliance, and
district approvals

e Advanced a project from concept to implementation-ready planning and funding
positioning

e Secured USBR WaterSMART grant funding, demonstrating experience aligning projects
with competitive funding programs

Yolo-Zamora Groundwater Recharge Pilot Project

Name of Contact: Kristin Sicke

Name of Organization: Yolo Subbasin Groundwater Agency

Telephone Number: (530) 662-0265

Email Address: ksicke@yolosga.org

WLS is leading a multi-phase groundwater recharge initiative in the Yolo Subbasin, including
permitting, pilot recharge implementation, and development of a long-term feasibility study to
support regional water supply reliability.

Relevance to this effort:
e Developed and executed permitting strategies involving CDFW, CEQA exemptions, and
multi-agency coordination—directly relevant to Section 408 pathway evaluation
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e Designed and implemented pilot-scale projects to test feasibility and reduce uncertainty
prior to full-scale investment

e Conducted stakeholder coordination across landowners, districts, and agencies, similar
to anticipated South Vina Extension needs

e Preparing a feasibility study specifically designed to position projects for Proposition 4
and federal funding programs

Corning Subbasin Groundwater Recharge Planning and Implementation

Name of Contact: Lisa Hunter

Name of Organization: Corning Subbasin GSA

Telephone Number: (530) 934-6540

Email Address: |hunter@countyofglenn.net

WLS supported groundwater recharge planning and implementation across four subbasins in
Tehama and Glenn Counties, contributing to the successful award and implementation of $15
million in SGMA grant funding.

Relevance to this effort:

¢ Identified and advanced multiple water supply and recharge strategies, including
surface water diversion and in-stream recharge

e Coordinated with GSAs, districts, and landowners to support SGMA implementation and
project development

e Helped secure and implement state grant funding, demonstrating experience aligning
projects with SGMA and state funding priorities

e Provided on-the-ground project development and stakeholder engagement, ensuring
concepts are practical and implementable

Friant-Kern Canal at Big Dry Creek Groundwater Recharge Project

Name of Contact: Kassy Chauhan

Name of Organization: Fresno Irrigation District

Telephone Number: (559) 233-7161

Email Address: kchauhan@fresnoirrigation.com

P&P provided permitting and regulatory compliance services for the Friant-Kern Canal at Big
Dry Creek Groundwater Recharge Project in Fresno County, California. The project includes
construction of a riprap energy dissipation area and new diversion facility designed to convey

-1 --



