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Ra: Watsr District Formation Staiug
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i 2047 the Buite County Board of Supervisars adopted 2 Resaiution in Support of the
Agricuitural Groundwater Users of Bufte Courtty (AGUBC) Invplvement in the Susizinahis
Sroundwater Management Act (Resolution 17-1701. The Resolution reads in part, ", and

wien, e Agricultural Grourdwisisr Users of Butte County dasirs to move forward with sreaiion

new Califomia Water District or othar Wwoe or sligitle local agency with the dual puiposs of
SiA rasponsibiity, and b) ex reising powers end duties as a spasial disiric: 28 authorzsd
&y the Water Cods for watsr pUveyance and ancillary activitles, Sufie Couriy will work
construchivsly, cocperatvaly and cotlaboratively with landowners on ihe formation process of =
naw sligible local agency for involveman: in SGMA issues ” n 2018 the AGUBC and the
County bsgan collaberating on the formation o5 5 Water Disfrict. The discussions have besen
VeTY productiva. Dus to the Camp Fire, 2 Iot of ima has passed since we lasi met. [ wanisdio
aks this opporiunity to provids ¥0u with ar: update on some of the sonsiderations toform e
Alatar District.

PO TEcap, e AGUBC i scoping the objectives for a \Waiar District under the Water Code. ki

miz undersianding that the Water District wossd have among its primary responsibiliiies 1o:

2 receive and disiribiis surface wasr 1o agriculiural landowners

*  conduct groundwatar rechiarge projscts

7 DROISCt walsr righte

= pariclewie i Implementing the Susialnsnie Grounchyvaisr wignagement Act locaily
Thess nitial obieciives ars consisient with Resolution 17-170 and would be beneficial to the
successiul implemsriation of e groundwater management pians. As you know, one of the
saier Countty initiatives is io ideniify and implernent 7echargs projscls. One of the most
oromising options is in-iisu recharge by sroviding availabis surfacs waier io groundwater

Zependent aress. The Water Districe Wouid serve a eritical role in oroviding surface water o

s

-

axisling groundwater dependent agriculural areas, Ve anticinate the Water Distic: WOTHINg In
fose parnership with Butts Gouny fo S0P and Implament viable projecie,
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i undsrstand that the AGUBC is considering & number of options in regards to the service
boundary and enabling authority for the Waier District | do not balisvs et any of ihe options
would be inconsistent with County interesis.

Tha ciher consideration for disirict formation s that of timing. This is a good #ime to begin the
proeess for disirict formation since & will ke significant ims to work out ihe details of the
8Cops, extent, and objectives of the naw Watsr District and complets the LAFCo process. The
subbasins in the Buie County ars on rack to complete Groundwatsr Susiainabiiity Plans (387
oy the January 2022 deadiine. Having a YWaisr District formad to inform promising managsment
aGlons and recharge projecis Guring plan development will be valuable. Afer the Q8P is
complated, the Water District would 2 valusble loeal Snifly To confinue to sxplore and implement
straisgies for eifsclive groundwater managsment in s jurisdiction.

¥ had discussed having the County be the lead agency inths special district formation
process. The Water District formation brocess requires 2n snvironmsnial revisw, | met with
Suite County Development Ssrvices. Thers ars nol many examples of environmenisl
Socumants for special districis. The les special diskict formad under Bufie County was ths
Rasourcs Consenvation District. We are gcing o invesiigate the environmental document usse
0 ferm the RCD and environmental documenis usad for other special disirict formations. 1do
0t anticipate that the snvironmental revisw will be = mgior undertaking, vet it will afford the

s
ooy

oenetk of transparency.
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WWe look forward to coriinuing our coligboration on g tormation of ihe Waier Diswict
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