
Tuscan Water District Board Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Date: October 15, 2025 

Meeting Time: 9:00 a.m. 
Location: BCAG Board Room, 326 Huss Drive, Chico, CA 95928 

Agenda Item 1: Call to Order Pledge of Allegiance 

Board Members Present: 
• Rich McGowan, President
• Steve Koehnen, Vice President
• Andrew Mendonca, Treasurer
• Bill Chance
• Craig Knight
• Brian Mori
• Todd Turley

Board Members Absent: 
• Rayme Antonowich
• James Paiva

Staff/Consultants: 
• Tovey Giezentanner, General Manager
• Joe Hughes, District Counsel

Public Attendees: 
• Christina Buck, Assistant Director, Butte County Water & Resource Conservation
• Dillon McGregor, Vina/Wyandotte Creek GSA Program Manager
• Anne Dawson, Vina GSA SHAC Member
• Jim Graydon, Vina GSA SHAC Member

Agenda Item 2: Public Comment 

No public comments were offered at the start of the meeting. 

Agenda Item 3: Approval of Minutes (September 17, 2025) 

Motion: Turley. Second: Mendonca. Vote: Unanimous approval. 

Agenda Item 4: Finances & Payment of the Bills 

The Board reviewed three invoices: 
1. Giezentanner & Associates – $7,500

o Motion: Mendonca; Second: Turley – Approved unanimously.
2. Annual Facility Rental – $165

o Motion: Chance; Second: Koehnen – Approved unanimously.
3. District Counsel Invoice – $1,580
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o Counsel Hughes explained the applicability of AB 1234 ethics training
requirements. Because TWD Board members receive no stipend or
reimbursements, formal AB 1234 mandates do not strictly apply, but periodic
Brown Act and ethics refreshers remain best practice.

o Motion: Turley; Second: Koehnen – Approved unanimously.

Agenda Item 5: DWR 2023 Vina Subbasin GSP Determination Letter 

Presentation by General Manager Giezentanner 
Tovey reviewed the Department of Water Resources’ 2023 determination letter approving 
the Vina Subbasin GSP and highlighted the framework it sets for the upcoming 5-year 
Plan Evaluation. Discussion focused on the basin’s current conditions, the corrective 
actions required by DWR, and the role TWD will play over the next 12–15 months as the 
Vina and Rock Creek GSAs conduct their evaluation work. 

Key Findings Presented 
• Groundwater elevations are averaging approximately 18 feet above measurable

objectives (MO) and 68 feet above minimum thresholds (MT).
• Long-term groundwater storage trends show an average increase of roughly 8,000

acre-feet per year over the past decade.
• The GSP reported no exceedance of minimum thresholds, and the subbasin remains

on track to meet the 2027 milestone.
• No evidence of impacts to adjacent subbasins was identified.
• Groundwater quality indicators are within acceptable ranges.

Board Discussion 
Topics included: 
• Corrective Actions related to groundwater quality plumes—ensuring TWD projects

do not exacerbate known contamination areas.
• The limitations of groundwater and streamflow modeling and the importance of

observed monitoring data.
• The need to maintain caution against “regulatory drift” during the evaluation process.
• How TWD should articulate expectations for the Vina GSA, particularly regarding

the number and justification of any proposed GSP amendments.
• Significant groundwater contributions to the Sacramento River shown in model

outputs, and how this information may support future ISW discussions.
• The Board’s desire that plan amendments be limited to only what is clearly necessary

and supported by robust data.

Direction from the Board 
Board consensus included: 
• Minimize plan amendments unless strongly supported by verified data.
• Proceed with DWR-required data gap work but avoid premature policy shifts.
• Request clearer, structured documentation from consultants identifying proposed

amendments and justification.
• Ensure both GSAs approve any amendment direction before moving forward.
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• Tovey will continue leading coordination; an Ad Hoc Committee may be formed later
if needed.

Public Comment 
Anne Dawson questioned the groundwater storage trend statement. Tovey cited the Vina 
GSA’s 2024 Annual Basin Status Report showing the 10-year average increase of 8,000 
AF/year. 

Agenda Item 6 - General Manager Items 

6A. Draft Mission Statement 

A draft mission statement and the Prop 218 Engineer’s Report Executive Summary were 
distributed. Directors will provide comments at the next meeting. 

6B. Assessment Correspondence – Landowner Questions 

Tovey summarized two landowner inquiries regarding assessment applicability: 
1. Wurlitzer property (~400 acres): Grazing and pistachio acreage.
2. Center for Natural Land Management: 60-acre conservation parcel on Butte Creek.

Discussion clarified: 
• The Prop 218 assessment applies equally per acre, as all acres benefit from the

District’s formation.
• The Engineer’s Report does not allow exemptions based on land use.
• The only route to relief is detachment through LAFCo.
• Board direction:

o Landowners should initiate detachment applications with LAFCo.
o TWD will consider each detachment case-by-case when LAFCo requests

District input.

6C. Domestic Well Inventory Update 

Tovey reviewed consultant findings: 
• Approximately 4,200 well completion reports exist for the subbasin.
• Only about 2,100 include usable location data; many older wells are unmapped.
• New tools may help identify unmapped wells, but accuracy will remain limited.
• Board members emphasized:

o Avoiding excessive resource use in areas with large data gaps.
o Supporting a future domestic well registry, enabling owners to voluntarily

provide accurate information.
o Recognizing that many wells installed in the 1950s–70s are still functioning,

despite missing records.
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Public Comment 
• Jim Graydon encouraged TWD to assist the GSA in improving the domestic well

inventory.
• Anne Dawson noted community hesitancy to disclose well details without clear

benefits.
• Board members stressed that well protection requires well information—a registry

may be the most practical solution.

6D. Interconnected Surface Waters (ISW) & Data Gaps Update 

Tovey presented updated model outputs identifying gaining and losing stream reaches in 
the subbasin: 
• Big Chico Creek and Butte Creek show losing reaches (groundwater feeding streams

less than surface water losses).
• Pine Creek shows modeled gaining reaches; the Sacramento River shows a significant

groundwater contribution (over 100,000 AF/year).
• These model outputs help prioritize future recharge projects and ISW policy

discussions.

Christina Buck offered a reminder to “ground-truth” modeled gains, especially in 
seasonal streams like Mud Creek and Pine Creek, which go dry for several months each 
year. 

Materials will be posted on the District website. 

Agenda Item 7: Board Announcements / Future Agenda Items 

No new requests for future agenda items. 

Adjournment 

President McGowan adjourned the meeting at approximately 10:37 a.m. 
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