
TUSCAN WATER DISTRICT 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2025 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location: Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) Board Room 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

President Rich McGowan called the meeting to order at approximately 9:02 a.m. The Pledge 
of Allegiance was recited. 

● Directors Present: Rich McGowan, Craig Knight, Bill Chance, Jim Paiva, Rayme 
Antonowich, Andrew Mendonca, and Todd Turley, Brian Mori. 

● Directors Absent: Steve Koehnen. 
● Staff Present: Tovey Giezentanner (General Manager), Joe Hughes (Legal Counsel), and 

Alex Dominguez (Legal Counsel). 
● Public Present: Kamie Loeser (Butte County Director of Water and Resource 

Conservation), Chad Parker (Raymond James), Joanne Kidd, Susan Schraeder. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

No comments were received. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Board reviewed the minutes from the November 19, 2025, regular meeting. 

● Motion: Rayme Antonowich moved to approve the minutes as presented. 
● Second: Jim Paiva. 
● Vote: Unanimously approved. 

4. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

The Board reviewed one monthly invoice from Giezentanner & Associates for $7,500. 

● Motion: Andrew Mendonca. 
● Second: Rayme Antonowich. 
● Vote: Unanimously approved. 

 

 



5. 2026 ELECTION UPDATE 

Alex Dominguez provided a briefing on the November 3, 2026, general election process. 

● Schedule: The process will officially begin in July 2026 with notices provided to the 
County Board of Supervisors. See the attached Simplified Election Calendar for more 
detail. 

● Seats: Five seats (Positions 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9) will be up for election to establish staggered. 
● Format: TWD will follow the Uniform District Election Law, meaning there is no primary; all 

candidates appear on the November ballot. 
● Uncontested Races: If races are uncontested, the Board can request the Board of 

Supervisors to appoint incumbents to save election costs. 

6. INVESTMENT ACCOUNT PRESENTATION 

Chad Parker of Raymond James presented options for managing the District’s upcoming 
landowner assessment revenue. Key points included: 

● Yield & Liquidity: A daily liquid money market account currently offering a 3.5% rate, 
functioning with the ease of a standard checking account to allow the District to 
remain "nimble." 

● Protection: The account is FDIC insured, providing the security required for public 
funds. 

● Policy Guidelines: Proposed management under California Local Agency Investment 
Guidelines, emphasizing high-quality, fixed-income assets with less than five-year 
durations and professional service fees starting at 50 basis points. 

The Board discussed the balance between immediate liquidity and long-term yield. Legal 
Counsel Joe Hughes confirmed his firm would provide a draft investment policy for Board 
review. 

● Motion: Brian Mori moved to direct Joe Hughes to draft an investment policy; 
seconded by Todd Turley. 

● Vote: Unanimously approved. 

7. PROJECT UPDATES: AD HOC COMMITTEES 

General Manager Giezentanner provided updates on the two active ad hoc committees: 

a. Recharge Ad Hoc Committee The committee met and reviewed a draft scope of work 
for the Rock Creek and Keefer Slough corridor. The goal is to have "shovel-ready" 
projects by mid-2026 to compete for Proposition 4 grants. Discussions included the 
use of vadose zone wells to maximize volume during peak flood flows. 



 
b. Surface Water Ad Hoc Committee The committee is reviewing feasibility for 

connecting the Western Canal system with South TWD and delivering water from 
Paradise Irrigation District via Butte Creek. Next steps involve formal meetings with 
the Western Canal and Paradise Irrigation District boards to reduce cost-per-acre-
foot and accelerate environmental permitting. 

8. BUDGET AND OPERATIONAL TRANSITION 

The General Manager presented a strategic justification for transitioning TWD from a 
formation phase to a fully operational phase by March 1, 2026. 

● Year 2: FY 26-27 Revenue: Anticipated at $686,000, aligning with the Prop 218 Year 2 cap 
of $7.14 per acre. 

● Staffing: Proposed hiring of a permanent General Manager and Office Manager by 
March 2026. 

● Action: The Board agreed to form a Budget Ad Hoc Committee to review compensation 
data and salary comparisons for final approval in January. Directors Turley, Chance, 
McGowan, and Mendonca volunteered for the committee. 

9. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

● Vina GSA: Jim Graydon was appointed by the Board of Supervisors as the Domestic Well 
User Stakeholder Representative. 

● GSP Evaluation: Discussion of DWR’s approval of the Vina GSP and the required 
corrective actions for the 2027 update. 

● County Coordination: The Board of Supervisors unanimously voted to keep Butte County 
staff involved in the GSP Plan Evaluation process. 

10. CLOSED SESSION 

The Board entered into closed session at approximately 10:45 a.m. to discuss legal counsel 
transition. 

The Board recessed to closed session at 11:00 a.m. to discuss: 

● Public Employee Appointment/Transition (Gov. Code § 54957): General Counsel. 

11. REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 

The Board reconvened in open session at 11:28 a.m. President McGowan announced that 
there was no reportable action taken in closed session. 

ADJOURNMENT  



The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:30 a.m. 
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